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Primary Lesson Plans
Proclaim Good News

Lesson One Called to Serve

Objective: To help children to know that when we reach out to others, we reach out
to Jesus.

Preparation: Duplicate Activity 1. Students will need crayons and pencil.

Process: Invite students to sit in a circle/comfortable place. Say a simple prayer asking
God to help students listen to his word. Read Matthew 25:31-40. Explain how God has
called us to be part of his kingdom from the beginning of time. He loved us and invited
us before we were even born. What great love! Invite students to share how God has
gifted them. After sharing, talk about our call as God'’s children to share the gifts God
gave us. Talk about the people they heard about in Matthew. Invite them to share if
they have ever met anyone like the poor — the homeless. Many of God’s people are
suffering and need help. We can reach out by sharing our gifts with them. We do this
by being kind and loving to others, sharing our time, food, clothing, and toys with those
who have less. Remember, whenever we do loving things we are doing them for Jesus
who also helped and shared with others. Distribute Activity 1. Review directions. Allow
time to complete. As a closing, sing “This Little Light of Mine” or play “Walk with Jesus”
from Fingerprints by Mary Rice Hopkins, or another appropriate song. Invite parish
priest to class to talk about how he helps others.

Lesson Two Living the Good News
Objective: To introduce St. Francis of Assisi as one who was called to help Jesus.
Preparation: Duplicate Activity 2. Provide magazines with pictures, scissors, and glue.

Process: Begin with a prayer or song. Explain to students that they will learn about a

rich young man who God called to help build his Church. Jesus appeared to Francis
and said: “Rebuild my Church.” Read a children’s version of the life of St. Francis of
Assisi or share about Francis from what you have learned. When Jesus asked Francis
to build up the Church, Jesus was talking about the people of God that needed Francis’
help—the poor, the hungry, the lepers, the homeless and those who did not know God.



DIOCESE OF PROVIDENCE OFFICE OF VOCATIONS

485 MOUNT PLEASANT AVENUE PROVIDENCE, RI  02908-3301 WWW.CATHOLICPRIEST.COM
@401-831-8011 FAX: 401-521-4192

rancis left his family and friends and began to build a church. Francis recognized his
need to change when he met a leper and reached out to him. It was then that Francis’

heart changed and he began to serve God by reaching out to God’s people. Francis did
what Matthew said in the gospel. You may want to explain what a leper is. Many young
men and women in Assisi heard Francis and saw how he lived and they wanted to
follow Francis and spread God's Word and love others. Today there are many
followers. Ask the students to think about serving God like Francis — how would they do
this? After sharing ask the students to pray for someone who needs help. All respond:
We hear your call, Jesus. Pray aloud the “Peace Prayer of Francis.” Distribute Activity
2. Two students can work together. Find pictures and paste on Activity 2 sheet.
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Activity 1
The Saints Are Marching In

Each group chooses a saint to tell about from the resources provided. Be creative in your
presentation. Perhaps you want to do the presentation as an interview. You may choose to write
a short poem about the saint, or someone in the group may want to represent the saint and tell
about yourself. Keep it simple. At the end of the presentation share a short prayer that includes
the saint's name, qualities of the saint, and ask God for help through the intercession of the
saint. (See example at the bottom)

Name of Saint

Dates:

Birth date Death date Feast day

Country

Important information:

Prayer Write your prayer on the back. Use the sample prayer as a guide.

Sample: Loving God, you blessed us with Mary. She responded generously to your call
to be the mother of Jesus. Through her intercession, help us to be open to your

Holy Spirit when you call us and to trust that you are with us always.

Loving God, All: Hear us! Mary, Mother of Jesus, All: Pray for us!




